, 1953 


Id be 


Daum, 


g the 


| with 
n the 
> No- 


, and 
k an 
itera- 
easily 


aign, 
on to 


f the 
ine 4 
vork. 
F the 
ident 
Com- 


LS 








VoL. II 
No. 2 


PUBLISHED BY THE NEW YORK CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 
Greater New York Branch of the ACLU 





NOVEMBER 
1953 


LAM Pinna. ns, 





BLACK AND GRAHAM TO SPEAK.“ 
AT NYCLU CENSORSHIP MEETING 


Douglas M. Black, chairman of the American Book 
Publishers’ Council, and Dr. Frank P. Graham, former 
United States Senator and President of the University 
of North Carolina, will be the principal speakers at the 
NYCLU’s November 30 meeting on book censorship. 
The meeting will be held at the Community Church, 
40 East 35th Street, at 8:15 p.m., and will be open to 
the public. 


- Graham to Stress Public’s Stake 


Graham is the founder of the Citizens’ Library Move- 
ment and has served as a member of the President's 
Committee on Education. Past president of the National 
Association of State Universities and president-secretary 
of the Board of Trustees of the Carnegie Foundation 
for the Advancement of Teaching, Graham is currently 
consultant to the United Nations in New York, and is 
a member of the ACLU’s National Committee. His 
talk will stress the public’s interest in book censorship. 


Black Address on Pressure -Censors 


President of Doubleday & Co., Black is also vice- 
president and director of the Literary Guild of America 
and a trustee of Columbia University. He has served 
as a member of the national Board of Directors of the 
ACLU. He will address the meeting on the current 
pressures for conformity as they relate to authors and 
their publishers. 
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Meeting Announced by Rundquist 


In announcing the meeting, George E. Rundquist, 
Director of the NYCLU, stated: 


“One of the most perplexing problems developing 
in recent years is what can be done to combat pressure- 
group censorship. Motion pictures, plays, public meet- 
ings and books have been withdrawn from circulation 
or cancelled as a result of the pressures of self-appointed 
censors who threaten economic penalties. These censors 
frequently have never seen the picture or play to which 
they object, nor read the books they want withdrawn. 
They assume that the public is unable to weigh and 
compare propositions and ideas which are submitted 
for public consideration and that it is incapable of 
recognizing obscenity; that the laws do not adequately 
deal with sedition or obscenity, and therefore they will 
determine what is proper for the public to see, hear 
or read. 


Says Censorship is Spreading 


“Censors are now exerting pressure against the pub- 
lishing and circulation of books and magazines,” Rund- 
quist continued. “Reports from all over the country 
show that publishers and bookstores are threatened 
with boycott if they continue to publish certain authors 
or to sell certain books which some group finds 
anathema. Library trustees, responding to pressures, 
have in some instances not acquisitioned books to which 

(continued on page 2) 
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BLACK AND GRAHAM 
(continued from page 1) 


local censors object. Groups in Brooklyn and Queens 
have prevailed upon local merchants to discontinue the 
sale of books which are listed by a certain organization 
as obscene or which have been written by authors whose 
political views or associations are unpopular with the 
censor. 


Expresses Need for Meeting 


“Because of the seriousness of this problem,” Rund- 
quist concluded, “The New York Civil Liberties Union 
has arranged a public meeting to receive reports on 
what is happening in this field. It is our hope that this 
meeting will result in a constructive program for deal- 
ing intelligently with censorship.” 





(If you plan to attend Nov. 30 meeting please return this form) 
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New York Civil Liberties Union 
170 Fifth Avenue 
New York 10, New York 


I am planning to attend the public meeting on 
book censorship, Monday evening, November 30, 
at 8:15 p.m., at the Community Church, and will 
bring ................... friends with me. 


(address) 





(city and state) 














REPORT FROM COUNSEL 











BELL: Emanuel Redfield is representing Charles Henry 

in The People v. Bell, a case involving inter- 
pretation of the New York State Loitering Statute. The 
statute provides that a person found loitering in a rail- 
road station who cannot explain satisfactorily the rea- 
son for his being there is guilty of an offense. The de- 
fense won a victory in the County Courts, which re- 
versed a decision of the local courts finding the defend- 
ants guilty. The case was subsequently argued before 
the Court of Appeals in Albany on October 15. 


JELKE: The NYCLU has joined with the United Press 

Associations, the New York Herald Tribune, 
Hearst Consolidated Publications, the Hearst Corpora- 
tion, the News Syndicate and the New York Post, in 
an appeal from the decision of the Appellate Division 
of the Supreme Court, which upheld a ruling by Judge 
Francis L. Valente excluding the press and the public 
at large from the trial of Minot F. Jelke. The brief was 
submitted by Charles Ballon for the NYCLU. Separate 
briefs were filed by the newspapers and press services. 


LEYRA: Osmond K. Fraenkel, counsel to the NYCLU, 

has argued the appeal in the case of Camilio 
Weston Leyra, who was convicted of the murder of his 
parents in May, 1950. The conviction was set aside by 
the Court of Appeals on the grounds that a confession 
made to a psychiatrist had been improperly obtained 
through “mental coercion.” In December, 1951, Leyra 
was again convicted and the verdict was upheld by the 
Court of Appeals. In their brief, Fraenkel and Frederick 
W. Scholen, Leyra’s attorney, stated that, “as a matter 
of law, the later confessions should have been excluded 
as inextricably bound up with the earlier misconduct 
of a doctor who was acting in behalf of the prosecutor.” 
They charged that Leyra had been deprived of the due 
process guaranteed by the Fifth and Fourteenth Amend- 
ments. 


ARNOLD: The NYCLU has prepared a report in the 

case of Dr. Godfrey Edward Arnold, whose 
application for membership in the New York County 
Medical Society last spring was denied, presumably on 
the grounds of past association with and membership 
in the Nazi Party. The report will be made public at 
the ‘time of the hearing to be held on Dr. Arnold’s 
application by the Executive Committee of the County 
Medical Society. 
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A LETTER TO MEMBERS OF 
THE NEW YORK CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 
From John Paul Jones 


Dr. Jones has been Chairman of the NYCLU’s Board 
of Directors and a member of the national ACLU’s 
Board since 1949. He also serves as a member of the 
Boards of Directors of the National Urban League and 
the League for Industrial Democracy. In private life 
he is Minister of the Union Church of Bay Ridge in 
Brooklyn. 


Dear Fellow Member: 


Two years ago the NYCLU was formally chartered 
by the State of New York as the Greater New York 
branch of the American Civil Liberties Union. Before 
that our local civil liberties problems were handled by 
the old NYC Committee of the Union on a more in- 
formal and less organized basis, under the leadership 
of the late Florina Lasker. It has been largely due to a 
grant from Miss Lasker’s Estate that we have been able 
to reorganize our activities and become a regular branch 
of the national ACLU. 


This year, in addition to the Lasker Grant, we are 
receiving from the ACLU approximately one-fourth of 
all contributions it gets from its members in Greater 
New York, Long Island and Westchester. Next year we 
shall have to depend on our share of the membership 
contributions alone for the support of the NYCLU’s 
entire activities. The ACLU’s Membership Department 
informs me that since early 1951 the Union’s New York 
area membership has increased only about 25%—as 
against a national increase during the same period of 
almost 100%. The ACLU’s income from our area has 
also lagged behind the national 
average in the same proportion. 


The NYCLU is now a going 


new members before the end of January, 1954. Our 
present membership is somewhat under 5,000. 


A special appeal is being mailed to some ten thou- 
sand New Yorkers we believe are in sympathy with 
our aims. But we do not expect to sign up more than a 
few hundred new members this way. Hard facts prove 
that people will join if someone they know and respect 
will invite them personally. The October issue of Civil 
Liberties, the national office’s monthly paper, included 
a special letter designed for members to use in approach- 
ing their friends. The October Civil Liberties also offered 
half a dozen promotional items which many members 
across the country have found useful in signing up new 
members. A postcard will bring you as many copies of 
these letters, leaflets and membership blanks as you 
can use. And elsewhere on this page you will find an 
invitation form, which I hope you will fill in and mail 
back to the office along with the form letting us know 
that you will attend our meeting on November 30. 
May I close by urging you to bring friends to this 
meeting—in the hope that they will themselves decide 
to become members of the Union. 


Sincerely yours, 





concern. In this, the fourth issue 
of our bi-monthly paper, you 
will read of our more important 
work and of the public meeting 
to be held later this month. The 
time has come, the NYCLU’s 
Board has decided, to place 
major emphasis on the need for 
greater membership and greater 
income, and accordingly we 
are, this month, opening the 
NYCLU’s first membership 
campaign. Our goal is 2,000 





| belong to the ACLU, and | have asked its national office to send you the enclosed 
material describing the Union and its defense of the Bill of Rights. | hope you will 
join me in supporting this vital work. You will be affiliating yourself with an important 
idea and with an important organization, and you will have a part in keeping America 
a home of freedom. 


NAME... : seasinleveanstbeassnn Lrtepesstioess siiackaed Siege vabcahsnssutadeatasiaalas 


ADDRESS 


PLEASE PRINT NAME AND ADDRESS: THE POST OFFICE WILL HAVE TO READ IT. 
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Queens Chapter News 








Address: 140-30 Sanford Avenue, Flushing 55 
Telephone: FLushing 3-5325 


Information, Please! 


The General Committee, meeting on October 1 to 
lay plans for the winter's activities, decided to empha- 
size the campaign against private censorship of borough 
newsstands. As a result, a memo has been sent to the 
membership asking for information about the censor- 
ship movement in each member’s neighborhood and 
urging members to interview neighborhood news dealers 
and report their findings. The Chapter suggests also 
that noting the address, exact or approximate (not the 
name) of the news dealer will help us avoid dupli- 
cation. 

For the information of the general NYCLU mem- 
bership, we have listed below the questions that we 
have suggested Chapter members ask their neighbor- 
hood news dealers: 


(1) Has the news dealer been approached on this 
matter? 

(2) If so, by whom? (i.e., does he know the identity 
and unofficial nature of the committees?) 

(3) Is the dealer cooperating? If so, does he exhibit 
the sticker? 

(4) If he is not cooperating, why not? If he is, why? 
Is cooperation willing or due to economic or other 
considerations? 

(5) What effects, if any, has the dealer noticed from 
his cooperation or non-cooperation? 

(6) If be has the list of banned publications, is he 
willing to let you see it, or even take it with you (and 
send it to us)? 


Hintz on General Committee 


One member of our General Committee, Arthur D. 
Morse, has moved to Connecticut. The General Com- 
mittee, therefore, pursuant to the by-laws, has chosen 
a new member to serve out the term, to May, 1955. 


He is Professor Howard W. Hintz, of Queens Village, 


chairman of the Philosophy Department at Brooklyn 
College, lecturer at the Brooklyn Institute of the Arts 
and Sciences, member of the Speakers’ Bureau of the 
American Association for the United Nations, and 
co-founder of the Jamaica branch of the United World 
Federalists. We are glad to welcome him. 


—ELEANOR M. SICKELS 
Chapter Chairman 








NYCLU HITS CITY CIVIL SERVICE 


The NYCLU has requested a meeting with the Mu- 
nicipal Civil Service Commission to discuss a recent 
ruling whereby all applicants for employment are re- 
quired to sign a statement forswearing to their loyalty. 


George E. Rundquist, in a letter to the Commission’s 
President, Paul R. Brennan, criticized the ruling as 
“vague and indefinite” and stated that “reference to past 
membership is especially regrettable because it might 
disqualify an otherwise qualified applicant who may 
have held membership in an organization years ago 
when it was not considered subversive.” 


A second letter has been written to the Commission 
concerning a new ruling requiring candidates for ap- 
pointment to the City’s Police Department to answer, 
in addition to the $64 question, whether they have been 
affiliated with “any fraternal, benevolent, political, in- 
dustrial or professional organization that has been classi- 
fied as subyersive or hostile to the U.S. Government by 
the Attorney General, Board of Regents of the State of 
New York or other governmental official or agency.” 
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